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1&2 JULY 2017 

 AS WE GATHER  
As we once again celebrate our nation’s independence 

we will hear much about freedom. 
As citizens we give thanks for the blessings we have 

and for the many who fought for and paid the price for our liberties. 
While we certainly do not worship our nation, 

we appropriately honor and give thanks to God for this land 
in which we can freely worship the one true God. 

As this national celebration then passes, we are joyful that we don’t need 
an annual holiday to recognize true freedom as Christians. 

Daily we hold fast to the wonderful news that the battle has been fought 
and the price has been paid by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

that we may have freedom from sin, eternal death, and the devil. 
Today we hear the Spirit-inspired words of the apostle Paul from Galatians 

and learn more about what real freedom is, guidance for lives lived in that freedom, 
and the fruit freely given to us through the Holy Spirit. 

 
 PREPARATION  

 

Hymn  BEFORE YOU, LORD, WE BOW  #966 

 
 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  ~Matthew 28:19b 
P For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
P Walk by the Spirit, 
C and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
    ~Galatians 5:1&16 
 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

P We pray and confess our sins to You, O God: 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

P Lord God, You have given us freedom 
  and called us to follow Your only-begotten Son, 
  to learn from Him, to live and grow in Him, and to tell others of Him. 
C But often we have been distracted by the responsibilities, 
  the busyness, and the temptations of daily life in this world 
  as we sin against You and one another in thought, word, and deed 
  by what we have done and left undone, 
  not loving You with our whole heart 
  and not loving others as ourselves. 
 For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
  that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
  to the glory of Your holy name. 
 Amen. 
P Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
  with its passions and desires. 
 Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office 
  as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
  announce the grace of God to all of you. 
 In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C For freedom Christ has set us free! 
 May He who began this good work in us bring it to completion 
  on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Alleluia, amen! 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things: 
C Graft into our hearts the love of Your name 
  and nourish us with all goodness 
  that we may love and serve our neighbor— 
  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 

 

② 



KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  MARK 10:47  LSB 204 

C ♫ Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

GLORIA  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 204 
 

C ♫ To God on high be glory, and peace to all the earth; 
goodwill from God in heaven proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 

To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; receive our heartfelt cry, 

where you in pow’r are seated at God’s right hand on high— 
 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit alone are Lord Most High 
in God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
THE WORD OF FREEDOM  ROMANS 13:1-7 

PAUL URGES OBEDIENCE TO GOD-GIVEN CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not 
a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid,  
for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities 
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed 
to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

③ 



 PSALM 33:1-12  

THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD 
P Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! 
C Praise befits the upright. 
P Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 
  make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 
C Sing to him a new song; 
  play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
P For the word of the LORD is upright, 
  and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
C He loves righteousness and justice; 
  the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 
P By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
  and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 
C He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 
  he puts the deeps in storehouses. 
P Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
  let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
C For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 
P The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 
  he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
C The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
  the plans of his heart to all generations. 
P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
C the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 
 

 
 

④



THE WORD OF FREEDOM   GALATIANS 5:1&13-25 

FREEDOM IN CHRIST AND LIFE BY THE SPIRIT 
 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery… 
 

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you 
are not consumed by one another. 
 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires 
of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, 
to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, 
orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 
 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

⑤ 



VERSE  LSB 205 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  JOHN 8:31-36 

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 
become free’?” 
 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices 
sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; 
the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

Hymn  LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING  #964 

 

SERMON  “DEPENDENCE DAY”  JOHN 8:31-36 

Goal: to see again and/or anew the reality and joy of true freedom 
Malady: bondage to supposed freedom(s)—self-rule and self-reign—

and sin: forced, slavish, and superficial love 
Means: God the Father’s created and stated truth; 
 God the Son’s liberating truth; God the Spirit’s creative truth 

 

OFFERING  OFFERTORY 

Hymn  O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST  #733 
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your names in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 

⑥ 



 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
PLEASE STAND 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 
C and for all people according to their needs: 
P Almighty God, You sacrificed Your Son 
  that we may be set free from the power of sin and eternal death. 
C We give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith 
  and for those who have sacrificed their lives in service 
  to this country that we may freely worship You 
  and call upon Your name in thanksgiving and in time of need. 
P Gracious Lord, You have blessed this land with the bounties of 
  farm and factory, the beauty of forest and mountain, 
  and You continue to provide our daily bread 
  in what we need for this body and life. 
C Continue to bless this nation, state, and community. 
 Preserve our liberties, 
  and enable our leaders to govern with wisdom and justice. 
 Give us willing hearts to observe laws of order 
  and to work together for the common good of others. 
 Guard us from calamities and disaster, 
  and continue to call many to true freedom in You 
  both now and for eternity to come through Christ, our Lord. 
P Merciful Father, You are our help in ages past 
  and our hope for years to come. 
C We humbly ask You to be the help for those now in need 
  facing physical trials, uncertainty, and grief. 
 Grant them trust and faith in Your promises to come. 
 When times are prosperous let our hearts be thankful, 
  and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  
C trusting in Your mercy—through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Alleluia, amen! 
 

 
 

⑦ 



 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
(Saturday) 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 
as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

 

WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

⑧ 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Sunday) 

C I believe in one God, 
  the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  very God of very God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  being of one substance with the Father, 
  by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
  He suffered and was buried. 
  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
   and ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory 
   to judge both the living and the dead, 
  whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord and giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together 
  is worshiped and glorified, 
  who spoke by the prophets. 
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole  

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine.  
 

⑨ 



 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 

our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or 

an elder. Alcohol-removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P It is good always and everywhere to praise and thank You, Lord. 

C You have given us this free land in which to freely worship You. 

P You have given us your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who overcame death’s bondage to make us forever free. 

C So we join throngs before us and alongside of us 

  in praising Your liberating name: 

 
SANCTUS  HOLY 

Tune: Battle Hymn 

C ♫ Holy, holy, Lord of hosts, the earth was made by You. 

Holy, holy, angels’ God, the heav’n’s declare You too. 

Holy, holy, bless’d are all who bear Your name so true. 

Hosanna, Lord, we pray: Highest, holy Lord, come save us! 

Highest, holy Lord, come save us! Highest, holy Lord, come save us! 

Come save us now, we pray. 
Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now”. 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Holy and blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, 

  for You have come to save us. 

C We give You thanks for your salvation in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

P We give You thanks for coming also in the person of the Holy Spirit, 

C empowering us with great faith in our great Redeemer, 

  who comes again now in this holy meal. 

 Alleluia, amen! 
⑩ 



LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9–13 
Tune: America, the Beautiful 

 

C ♫ Our Father, You in heaven live, so we adore Your name; 
Your reign into our hearts now give, what You wish done, the same. 

Oh, give us what we need this day; erase our every wrong 
as, willingly, we set those free who’ve lived in sin so long. 

 

Take far from us the tempting thing, all evil put away; 
the land o’er which You rule as King has power that’s here to stay! 

Your glory is forever nigh, Your glory wins the day! 
Our Father, You in heaven live, but too You’re here alway! 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE SONG OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 WORDS OF OUR LORD  

MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 
PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 

AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29 
Tune: America, the Beautiful 

C ♫ O Lamb of God, Your world you love; You take away its sin. 
Have mercy on us now, we pray; our hearts to You now win. 
O Lamb of God, Your world you love; You take away its sin. 
Grant us Your peace once more today; allegiance give again. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND #965 
Hymn LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD #655 
Hymn LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING #700 
 

⑪ 



 SONG OF THANKSGIVING  
PLEASE STAND 

Tune: Battle Hymn 

C ♫ Thank the Lord and sing His praise, tell all what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice, with pride His name put on; 

He recalls His promises, with shouts of joy a song thanksgiving does prolong. 
Thank the Lord and sing His praises! (3x) Thanksgiving do prolong! 

 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P We do give thanks to You, almighty God, 
  that You have made us new creations in Christ 
  as His redeemed and restored people. 
C Having been forgiven, lead us to live lives of humble service—  
  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 
 BENEDICTION  

P For freedom Christ has set us free! ~Galatians 5:1 
C We walk by the Spirit as we serve the Lord. ~Galatians 5:25 
 Thanks be to God! 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C Alleluia, amen!  ~Numbers 6:24-26 
P Go in God’s name by faith and in peace as you serve Him. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE #717 
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